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The open meeting was organised by the partnership of organisations that own, 
manage and advise on Braunton Burrows: 

 
The Christie Estate as landowners. 

 
M inistry of Defence as occupiers of two-thirds of the site. 

 
Natural England as the statutory body which protects and enhances the natural 

environment and helps people to understand and enjoy it. 
 
 

The meeting was convened by James Diamond of Natural England.  
 

Speakers were James Diamond, John Loch (Senior Estates Surveyor, Defence 
Estates) and John Breeds (contract Education Warden employed by a 

partnership of the above three bodies). 
 

Throughout this document feedback is provided in red type 



 

M EETING RUNNING ORDER 
 

Pre-meeting exercise: Where do you live?  Why do you visit the Burrows?  What 
age are you? 

 
Welcome &  introductions 

 
Exercise:  How well do you understand what happens on Braunton Burrows?  

 
Why is the Burrows so special?   James Diamond 

 
Nature conservation management in winter 2006/07   James Diamond  

 
Exercise: I f I  could change one thing 

 
M ilitary training and Braunton Burrows   John Loch 

 
How can I  discover more? How do I  get involved?  John Breeds 

 
Exercise: I f I  could tell John Breeds what to do 

 
Summing up and thank you   James Diamond 

 
Exercise: How successful was the meeting? 

 



 

Pre-meeting exercises 
 

A total of 62 people attended the meeting.   
 

Where do you live? 
 

 
 

Why do you visit the Burrows? 
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What is your age? 
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The majority of the people at the meeting were aged over 50 and lived in 
Braunton.  Many people visited the Burrows for several reasons, but in 
particular to enjoy the wildlife, to walk the dog, to visit the beach and to get 
some exercise.  I f we wish to reach different user groups- such as families, young 
adults or Barnstaple residents- we will need to find different ways of 
communicating. 

Braunton 

Barnstaple 

Bideford 



 

Exercise: Before we begin, how well do you understand what happens at 
Braunton Burrows? 
 
How well do you understand the nature conservation management practices on 
Braunton Burrows? 
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How well do you understand what the military get up to on Braunton Burrows? 
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Exercise: I f you could change one thing about Braunton Burrows, what would it 
be? 
 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � �%� 
 � � � %� 
 � � � � �%	�	� � � � � � � �&� � � 
 � � � � 	
 	
 � � � �
' � � � 	%( � � � � � � � � ���%	�	� � � � � � � � 	
 	
 � � ) 	���* � � � � $	� ) � 
 �
	%%	
 � 
 � �� �+
 
 � � � � 
 � , ( ( � � ( � 	� � � � , � � � � � %� 
 � � - � � � � . � � 
 �
/ � � � 0� � ( � � � � 
 � � � 	� 
 � 	
 � , ( ( � 
 
 	� 12� � ' � 	� � ) 	��� 	
 � �+
 � � � 
 �
� � � � � � %� 
 � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � * � 
 � � 	� � � � 
 
 � 
 � %� � � � � � +� � 
 � � � �

 � � +� � � � � 
 � � � $� � 	� 
 � 	
 � � � � � � � � � � +� � 
 � * � � � � �&� � � 
 � 
 � 	$� � �
� � � 	
 	
 � 2� �3� � 	%( � � � � � � � � � 	
 � 
 � 	� 	� 
 � � � � 
 � � � � 	$	� 	� � � ) 	��� � � $� � � � �
* � �%� 
 	� 	� 
 � � � �%	� 	� � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ( � � 	� �� ) 	�
 �	� � � � � � � � � �
� +� � � ) � � 	� � 
 � � � 
 � %� � � 
 4� � 	� � � � � 
 	� � � � �� � � � � 	
 
 	� � � � �� 2� � ' � 	� �
, � � � � � %� 
 � � ) 	��� � � � � � � � � � ( � � � � � 
 � 	
 � � � � �� � � � � � 2� �

�

/ 	� � � � &�%	�	� � � � �5 � * � � � � � � � �
6 	�	� � � � � �	� � � � � 	� � � �� � 
 � 
 �+( � * � � � � � � �+
 	� � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � 	� � � 	� �
� � %( �� � � 
 4� * +� � 
 � � � ) � 	�� � � � 
 � � � � � � 	� � � 	� � � 
 � � 	
 � 2� �
7 � %� %* � � � � � � � � � � %� � � � � 	
 	
 � � � � � � � 	� � � �%� � � � � � � 
 � � � � �
� � $� � � �� 
 � � � 2� �3� � � � +� 
 � � � � %� � � � � � � � �%	�	� � � � � �	� � � � � � � � � � � � +�
* � �	� $� � � � � � * � � 
 �%	� � � 
 � ( �� � � � � � � 
 � � � � �8� � %	
 � � � 
 � ' � � 	
 	
 � �
9 � %( � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � #� 4� � � � 
 � � � � +2��
� � � � � � �	� � � � � 	� � � � � � � ��� 
 � 	
 � � ( � � * �� %�) � 	� � � � � 
 � 
 � � � * � �
� � �$� 
 � � 	%( �� � � � � � +� � � �� � � �� � � � 	� 
 2� � ' � � � � 
 +� � � 	� 
 � � � � 
 � 
 �
� � � � 
 	� � � � � � * � � � � � � �� � 
 � � ) 	� � � � � � � � � � � � � : � +
 � � 
 � : � 
 
 � �
- 6 � � � � 
 
 � : � ( � � %* � � 14� � � � � � � � 	
 $� �$� 
 � ( �� � � � � � � 
 � � � � � . � � 
 �
� � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � � � � � ; � � ##� 2� � ' � � �< � � � � � � � $� 
 �9 � � � � � � 
 
 �
9 � +
 � � � � 	
 � � : � � $	� � � 	� � � � ( � � � 
 � � � 	
 � � 
 � 	
 � � � 
 � � 	� 
 � �� ( � � =� � � �
�� � � 	
 � � � � � � � � � � � +� � � � � � � � * � � � � � �	� � � � � � 
 
 � : � +
 � � 
 � : � 
 
 � � 	� �
� 
 � � � � � � � � � ( � � � 	� 	( � � 	
 � � * � � � � � � 2� �

�

� � � 	� � � � � � � � � � � " �
/ � $� �4� � � � � � � � � � � � � 	� � � $� 	�� * �� � � � � : � 
 
 � � / � 
 � � � � � � ( � � � � � �� 
 � �
� � � �6 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 2� � : � � +�
 � � � +� 
 � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � +� � � � � � �
� � � � � ( �� � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � 	� � ) 	� � � � � � � � 
 +� � � 	� 
 � � � � 
 � 
 � - � � � � � �
; � � ##� 12� �8� � %� � � � � ' � ���7 � � 
 � � � � � � � 	� � � � � � � � � * � � ) � � 
 � � � � �
* � +
 
 � � � � * � +�
 � � � 2� � ' � � � � � * � +�
 � � � � ) � � � � ( +� � 	
 � ( �� � � � � � �
� � �( � � � 
 � � � �� 	��� � � �� � 
 
 � � 
 � 	&� � � 	� �� * � � � $	� +� 2� �3� � � � +� � � $� �
� 
 � � 	
 � � � � � � � � � � � � ) � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � �%� * 	�� � � � +�
 � * � �
	%( � � $� 
 � 
 � � ( �� � � � � �� � �+� � � 
 � ) � * � � � � 
 � � � � 	
 � � � � � � � 
 +� � � 	� 
 �
� � � 
 � 
 2� �

�

' � � � � ( �� 
 � 	
 � � � � �
 
 � � � � +
 � � � �� � � � � � � ( �� 
 � 	
 � � � � � � � � � � ( � � � 
 � 	� �� � � � * � �$� � � �

 � %� � 	
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ( �� 
 � � � � 
 
 � � 
 	%� �� � ) � 	� � �%� � � �
� � � +
 � � 
 � � +� � � ) � �+
 	>+� �� � � ( � � 	� �2� � ' � � � � � � � 
 � � � � 
 � � � +� �
( �� 
 � � � � 
 
 � 	
 � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � 
 � � � � � � +
 � � 
 
 � � �� � � � +� � �+( � � � � �
) � � � � � � � � � � � � � ( � � � � � � 
 +
 � � � �� � � � � 
 � %( 2� � � � ) � $� � � � � � +* � 	� �
� 
 � 	%( � � � � 
 � � ( � � � � � � � � � 
 
 � 
 +
 � � � � * 	� � � 4� � +( ( � � � 	
 � � 	
 � � � � � 4�
* 	� 
 � � � 
 
 � * � � � 2� � , � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � ( � 
 �%� � � 	
 � � ) � � � � $� � 
 � �

�



 

� %* 	� 	� 
 � � � � � � %� $� � � ��� � � � +* � � 
 
 � � � � � � � � � � %� � � � � � +� � � ) � 2�3� �
) � � � � � 	� $� � � � � � �� 
 � &� � � %� � 	%� � � �#? � � � � +* � � 
 
 � � � � � � � � $� � �
� � � � � � ) 	��� � � %� 	
 � � � � � � >+	$� �� 
 � � � � � � " � � � � � � * � ��� ( 	� � � � � � � � �
� � � +* � � 
 
 � � � � � � 2� �
6 � � � � * �� ) &� +� � �5 � 
 +
 � �%� * 	�	� � � � �
, � � � � ( �� 	
 � 
 � � � � � � � �%� � � 	
 � �%+� � � � � � � � � � � ( � � 	� �� ) 	�
 �	� � � � � �
� � � +
 � � 
 � � +� � � ) � � � � �	� � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � ( � � � � �$� � � � � � 	� 
 �5 �
* � � � � � � 
 
 2� �  
 	>+� �� � 	
 � � � � �  @� � � � � � 	� � � � �� � � 
 � %� 
 � � � � � � � �
�� � � � &� � � �� 4�+
 � �� � � � 
 � 
 +
 � �%� $� %� 
 � � � 
 
 � * +	�
 	
 � 2� � ' � � �
%� 
 � � � %� 
 � � � 	%� � � � �%� 	
 � � 	
 � � � � � � � � � 
 
 	� 	� 
 � � � 
 
 � 	
 �
( � � � 	� +�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � %� ��&� � � �� 4� 	
 � 	%� � � �%� � � 	� � � � � � * � � � �
� � 
 
 � � 
 
 � � � � � � � � +� �2� � � � �

�

� � � � * 	
 � � ( � � $	
 � 
 �5 � � %( � 	� 
 � � ; �
6 � 
 � � � %� 
 � � � � � 
 � � � � � 
 
 �A
 � � � * 	
 � 0� 	� � � � � � � ��� 
 � 	
 � � 	� � +� �
� 
 �%� 
 � � 
 � � +� � � � � � � � $� � 2� � � � � � ) � �� 	
 � � 	� � � 
 � 	%( � � � � 
 � � ) � � �
� � � � ( � � ( �� � � � � � 
 =� � � � � � � � � +
 � � � � 	
 � 4� * +� � � � � � � � ( � � ( �� � � � 
 �
� 	
 
 � 
 � � � � 	
 � 	%	
 � � 	
 � � � 
 
 � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � 
 
 �+� 	
 � � � � 
 � 	%( � � � �
� 
 � � � � � � ( �� 
 � � 2� � � � � � � � � � 
 	� � � � � � � � � � � � � 	� +� � 	� 
 � � � � � � � +
 � � 
 �
� +� � � ) � � � � >+	� � � � �+� � � � � � � � � +� � � � � 
 
 � � � � 	� 
 � � 
 
 � ) � � � � � � �
( � � � 
 � � � � 	( � ) 	��� * � � � 	$	
 � � � � 	� � 	� � +� � � +� �( � 	� � 	� � � � � � � 
 � 	� 
 2� �
: � � � � �� � � � � � � � +� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � +
 � � � �$� � � � � � � %�( � � $	
 	
 � �

 � � � � � 	�	� 	� � � � 
 
 � � � � 	
 � � 
 � � � � ) 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ) � � � � � � � %� 4�
� � � ( � � $	
 	
 � � 
 � � � * 	
 � � � � � � � � 	� � � 
 � 
 � 	� � � � 
 
 � � �� � � 	
 � � � � � %�

 � 	�� 2� � � � � 
 � � 
 � � � � � 	
 
 � � � � � �+� 	� 
 � ) � 	� � � 	� � � � � � � 
 � * �� � � 
 
 �
� ( ( � � ( � 	� � � � � � � � � � +
 � � 
 � � +� � � ) � 2� � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � 
 � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � 
 � �  � � � � �  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ! � � � � � �
� � � �  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � "� � � � � � � � �  � � � � � �
� � � # � � ! � � � �  � 	 � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � $ %� & ' � � �
 � � � ! � � "� � �

�

� � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � 	
 � � � %� � 	� 
 � " �
9 � 
 � � � � � 	
 � � � %� � 	� 
 � ) � � � � $� 	�� * �� � � � � � � � �%� � � 	
 � � � 
 
 � 	� �
� � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � 	� � 
 � � +%� 
 � 2� � �

�

 



 

  
Exercise: I f I  could tell John Breeds what to do- a priority for the Education 
Warden in 2007 
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Exercise: At the end of the meeting, how well do you now understand what 
happens at Braunton Burrows? 
 
How well do you understand the nature conservation management practices on 
Braunton Burrows? 
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How well do you understand what the military get up to on Braunton Burrows? 
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It appears that it was the view of the audience that the Open Meeting was successful 
in raising the levels of understanding of both nature conservation management and 
military training. 
 



 

How successful was the meeting? 
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Any other comments on a Post-it note please…… 
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Appendix: Presentations 



 

 
 
 

Presentation: M ilitary training and Braunton Burrows   John Loch 
 

My name is John Loch I work for Defence Estates which is part of MoD and my 
responsibilities include:  
 
1.  Representing the Secretary of State for Defence on whose behalf I can sign 
agreements and commit MoD financially.  For example the lease of Braunton 
Burrows from the Christie Estates is negotiated and signed by me. 
 
2. I provide land for training in the seven counties of the south west 86% of 
which is hired.  I have to determine what is appropriate for the military training 
requirement, ensure that its use does not cause deterioration of any sort, pay no 
more than the market value, incorporate any rules that the landowner might wish to 
impose on the MoD, and throughout there is always a presumption that public access 
would not be inhibited more than necessary by military training. 
 
3. I police the military activities to ensure that they comply with the terms of the 
agreement from the landowner and that they meet their statutory responsibilities, and 
that the behaviour of the military is appropriate.  
 
4. I work with our colleagues in Landmarc Support Services they employ as a 
Training Area Supervisor Barry Greasley who works closely with John Breeds. 
 
Why is our military Armed Services interested in Braunton Burrows? To explain this I 
will give you some statistics, but the primary interest is in the gently sloping beach 
which is suitable for Royal Marines in particular to learn how to mount an amphibious 
assault on a beach from ships lying offshore.  The decision has been taken for the 
Royal Marines to be provided with three ships which are designed for just this 
purpose and last year Army, Navy and Air Force took part in 109 separate landings 
on Braunton Burrows.  The second principal use is driver training and the demand for 
this changes according to the specific destination for which those troops are being 
trained.  As you know there is a heavy commitment for fighting in sandy areas so it is 
not surprising that 430 separate unit days training of drivers took place last year.   
 
Statistically the largest use is for “dry training” that is to say troops with their 
equipment but not firing ammunition although they might use pyrotechnics to 
simulate warfare.  If you think about it to take an oily rifle into a sandy area inevitably 
results in sand sticking to the oil and gumming up the works.  Soldiers have to learn 
to deal with this before they meet it while being shot at.  
 
Braunton was used a total of 1284 times in the year ending 06 which represents 3 
units + being on Braunton Burrows on average every day of the year.  I cannot tell 
you how many men might be in the unit but a fair bracket might be 5 – 30 although 
the beach landings of necessity might take thousands. 
 
If you put all those aspects of training together there are few places in the UK where 
you can assault the beach, take cover in sand dunes, mount attack and defence, 
practice driving in sandy conditions and be largely unseen by the public. 
 
Public access does contribute to military training, civilians live in battle fields.  On the 
whole the military try and avoid civilians in case they are enemy scouts and soldiers 



 

are trained not to discharge their weapons or let off thunder flashes when civilians 
are nearby. 
 
Training of this sort has continued since WWII on Braunton Burrows but we do have 
a concern that the modern equipment may be having effects on the soil, the botany, 
the entomology, so we are invoking a procedure normally used in planning 
applications called an Appropriate Assessment by which each piece of kit is 
considered together with its frequency of use and effect on the habitat in order to 
determine whether it should be used at all and if so the level of use.  This is to be 
carried out shortly on the Burrows and will be used to reassure the Government 
through both Defence and Environment that the current levels of training are 
sustainable.   
 
 
 


